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downloaded from my personal site, from HTML version of work, by URL 
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There are large-scale images available in HTML version. This document contain 
only low-res images. 
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Introduction 


A series of articles proposed to your attention devoted to the actions of the 
Lithuanian Grand Duke Vytautas on the southern boundary of principality in 1397 — 
1399 years. Most articles devoted source studies and may be interesting, it seems only 
experts; reconstruction of the course of events presented in the first article —'"Vytautas’ 
marches to south (1397 — 1398)" and the last — "Battle of the Vorskla River in 1399". 


Vytautas’ marches to south (1397 — 1398) 

Fabulous "Vytautas march on the Don" 

German chronicles about the Battle of the Vorskla river in 1399 
Treasury book Teutonic Order as a source for the Battle of the Vorskla 


Chronical "Tale of the battle of Vorskla river" (1399) 
Polish chronicles about the Battle of the Vorskla River in 1399 


Documentary echo Battle of the Vorskla River 


Battle of the Vorskla River in 1399 
Conclusions 

1. Existing sources very sparingly illuminate events in 1397 and 1398; instead 
campaign in 1399 found a relatively complete coverage of sources written by 
contemporaries of events. 

2. We can assume that Vytautas’ campaign in 1397 was directed to the Dnieper and 
led to the restoration of the power Tokhtamysh Khan in the western part of the Golden 
Horde. But this success Tokhtamysh was short-lived. 

3. March 1398 was also directed to the Dnieper and resulted in the founding of the 
fortress of St. John on the Dnieper. It had become a stronghold of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania in the south. Participation of the Teutonic Order in this and subsequent 
campaigns can indicate its intention to relocate the Order to the south, to the Tatar 
border. 

4. The campaign in 1399 aimed at restoring Tokhtamysh on the throne of the Golden 
Horde and subordination Horde to Vytautas impact. 

5. It have been collected large forces coalition of Catholic powers (Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania, the Teutonic Order, Poland) for march 1399. In scale mobilization area, 
complexity of coalition and duration of the campaign it was one of the major wars of the 
14th century, which can be compared with the battle of Nikopol in 1396. 

6. Vytautas’ defeat from Tatars in the Battle of the Vorskla marked termination 
expansion Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the south. In the following centuries, its power 
reached only Cherkasy — as it was before the Battle of the Vorskla River. 

7. In historical works written in the late 15th and 16th centuries, events proposed 
time found exaggerated and fantastic lighting — a story about fabulous "campaign of 
Vytautas on the Don" and the historical novels of J. Dlugosz, B. Wapowski, Nikon 
Chronicle, poem M. Stryjkowsk1. This is — interesting works of fiction, but in any case — 
historical sources about the events of the late 14th century. 


Kyiv, February 2 — April 13, 2017. 


Vytautas’ marches to south (1397 - 1398) 


In 1397 — 1399 years Vytautas made three trips to the land lying south of the territory 
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Only the last one, which ended in defeat Vytautas at 
Vorskla had been described in several contemporary sources. Instead, the campaigns of 
1397 and 1398 mentioned only the German chroniclers. 

The article give translation of relevant passages, analysis of their sources value and 
reconstruct the course of events. 


Chronicle of Johann von Posilge. Successor Dietmar von Lubeck. Chronicle pseudo 
Rufus von Lubeck. 


Thus, in the records of German chronicles in 1397 and 1398, we have some 
information about the south direction Vytautas policy. Their advantage — that the 
recording was made shortly after the events themselves; lack — little competence 
informants. In terms of the total absence of other sources these records represent a 
significant value. 

The scale of described Vytautas measures was small; they were directed to the 
Dnieper region; they are not accompanied by battles with the Tatars; also one can not see 
that Vytautas took a large number of Tatars in captivity and moved them to Lithuania. 

In later chroniclers and even in modern historians these events were greatly 
exaggerated. How it happened — we will discuss in the next article. 


Kyiv 2 — February 9, 2017 


Fabulous "Vytautas march on the Don" 

Unlike the real campaign on Vorskla river in 1399, "Vytautas march on the Don" was 
not mentioned in either the source contemporary to the "event." In particular, completely 
silent about it the Lithuanian (''Vytautas" chronicle) and Great-Russian (Trinity, 
Rogozhsky, Simeon, Sofia 1st chronicles) sources. 

In previous article I examined the communication of the German chroniclers late 
14th century and I found that they fed information contemporary to events themselves, 
but limited to a small competence of informants. These reports said Vytautas had run 
campaigns against the Tatars on the Dnieper. 

How arose the legend of the march on the Don? 

Jan Dlugosz (1470s) 
Maciej Miechowita (1519) 
Bernhard Wapowski (1530s) 
Martin Belsky (1551) 
Martin Kromer (1555) 
Alexander Guagnini (1578) 
Matthew Stryjkovsky (1582) 
Joachim Belsky (1597) 
A. Guagnini — M. Paszkowski (1611) 
Gustynsky Chronicle (1620s) 
The origin of the legend 
We can see, that stemma our stories is simple: 
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Stemma "campaign Vytautas on the Don" 

We need to clearly separate the recording J. Posilge, that are contemporary by the 
events, of later treatments themes given by him. I do not see any reason to doubt the 
reliability of the records of the Prussian chronicler. But he did not mention any Don! 

Poor records J. Posilge served as a pretext for an extended narrative J. Dlugosz, 
where appears for the first ttme Don as the main geographical landmark campaign. Most 
of the descriptions of the episode under consideration, directly or indirectly comes from 


8 


J. Dlugosz, less — on "Vytautas" chronicle, and in part of the "campaign" there is a 
misunderstanding when borrowing. 

Collected texts clearly show that the starting point here was the information about the 
Lithuanian Tatars — contemporaries Dlugosz. He pondered the question — where did the 
Tatars in Lithuania, and added the event to the time of Vytautas, using the reference in 
Posilge. 

We know that after 1395, after the defeat in the Battle of the Terek, Khan 
Tokhtamysh always failed, during which he fled to Lithuania. This time one can be 
estimated date of start emigration of Tatars in Lithuania, which apparently continued in 
several waves to the middle of the 15th century. The Tatars were resettled in Lithuania 
freely, Lithuania never wins any military victories over the Tatars to capture mass of 
prisoners. 

To submit this case possible to honor Vytautas, it was coined by his winning 
campaign for Don (or even beyond the Volga), capture of prisoners and withdrawal them 
to Lithuania. 

Tatars themselves, as we have seen, explained the matter more honorable to 
themselves, and, in my opinion, more realistic. Oblige the military service, and even 
more give villages and exempt from other duties — as can be drawn from the free men, 
not with captive enemies. 

So, while not deny the reality of Vytautas campaigns in 1397 and 1398, respectively, 
we should consider as later fiction his march to the Don or the Volga. 

Historiography 

Alexander Barbashov (1885); Michael Zhdan (1930); Stephen Kuczynski (1935); 
Mohammed Safargaliev (1960); Felix Shabuldo (1987, 2001, 2003); Jaroslav 
Dashkevich (2004); Boris Cherkas (2015); Jaroslav Pilipchuk (2015). 


In general, the most sober and rational views expressed M. Zhdan and J. Pilipchuk, 
but in these studies one did not see what should have been the basis of each study — 
source analysis. The list of texts on the subject — it is not a source of analysis. 


Kiev, 22 January — 11 February 2017. 


German chronicles about the Battle of the Vorskla 
river in 1399 


In German chronicles, the news of which we considered in connection with "Battle of 
Blue Water" and campaigns of 1397 — 1398 years, also contains a stories about the 
campaign Vytautas at Vorskla in 1399. All were published by Ernst Strelke in 1866 
[Scriptores rerum Prussicarum, 1866 Bd. 3]. 


For help in translating old German text, very difficult to understand, I am grateful 
Valentine Stetsyuk. 


Johann von Posilge, 1399 
Successor Dietmar von Lubeck, 1399 
Chronicle of pseudo Rufus, 1399 
Torun annals, 1399 


Thus, in the German annals we have three independent stories about the campaign in 
1399, the most competent and most informative story provided Posilge. 


Kyiv, 20 — 23 February 2017 
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Treasury book Teutonic Order as a source for the 
Battle of the Vorskla 


Treasury book Teutonic order for 1398 — 1409 years is a very valuable resource, 
especially — in the history of the Order, and then — to the history of the neighboring 
countries. Naturally, with increasing distance episodes associated Order with these 
countries are becoming more and more rare. Among these episodes are the news of the 
Tatars, related to the Battle of the Vorskla River (1399). 

This book was written by treasurer of the Teutonic Order in Marienburg. For a long 
time it was kept in K6nigsberg, and now — in Berlin (Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preussischer 
Kulturbesitz, Berlin-Dahlem, XX Hauptabteilung, Ordensfolianten, nr. 140). Fragments 
from the book relating to expenditure Vytautas and general Lithuanian affairs, published 
by A. Prochaska [Codex epistolaris Vitoldi Magni Ducis Lithuaniae 1376-1430. — 
Cracoviae: Acad. Literarum, 1882 p. 960 — 976]. Then book was printed entirely [ Das 
Marienburger Tresslerbuch der Jahre 1399-1409 / E. Joachim. — K6nigsberg: 1896. — 10, 
358 9: |; 

A meaningful valuable article on the book gave Marek Radoch [Radoch Marek 
Wydatki wielkiego mistrza Konrada von Jungingen na zdobycie Zmudzi w latach 1398- 
1401: (w Swietle ksiegi podskarbiego malborskiego). — Komunikaty Mazursko- 
Warminskie, 2006, t. 4, s. 461 — 495]. I took advantage of it, especially for translation 
and commentary on the text. 

The text of the publication A. Prochaska 
Translation 
Problems of translation 
Comments 


So treasury book contains some details that confirm participation in the detachment 
of the Order of Battle of the Vorskla River. Here we have the mentions on the 
chronology of the movement, the logistical support of the campaign, the rewards for 
participants. We have some detailes for understanding of the role of certain individuals; 
list of them supplemented by one more name. However, to fully understand these records 
one must have a good understanding of the administration and financial management of 
the Teutonic Order, which can be a challenge for further studies. 


Kyiv, 20 — 26 March 2017 
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Chronical "Tale of the battle of Vorskla river" 
(1399) 


Campaign of the Lithuanian Grand Duke Vytautas at Vorskla in 1399 is lighten in 
the tale, which is read in many chronicles of the Great Russia and in the annals of the 
Great Duchy of Lithuania. The purpose of this article — to clarify the origin and 
development of these texts and determine their source value. 


Main edition (1 half 15 cent.) "Moscow" edition 

Main edition (2 half 15 — early 16 cent.) "Nikon" edition 

Main edition (2 qtr. 16 cent.) "Tver" edition 

"Novgorod" edition Dependence of editions 

"Ermolin" edition Historiography 
Conclusions 


1. The tale of the battle of Vorskla river in all chronicles originate from one 
protograph, which can be regarded as a hypothetical Moscow chronicle of 1418. This 
protograph most fully reflected in the text of the Sofia 1st chronicle older recension 
(1418). This text (main version) requires only minor additions, preserved in the 
Novgorod Karamzin chronicle (1428). 

2. The tale was written no later than 1411, that is, on the heels of events. 

3. The sources value of tale is very high. Informant demonstrated a broad political 
outlook, initiated in Vytautas plans. Perhaps this informant was a prince, who himself 
participated in the campaign, and belonged to the entourage of Vytautas. 

4. More recent editions, which were created during the 1440 — 1540s, do not 
introduce any new factual material, but only rearrange the material of main edition, cut it 
and add fantasies own production. These fantasies can serve as sources for the views and 
circumstances of the time of writing the relevant editions, but do not relate to events in 
1399, 

5. Special mention should warn researchers from the use of vivid details of the 
historical novel, which became the oldest story in the Nikon Chronicle (1520). This 
work, with considerable literary value, can be used for the history of literature in 16 
cent., but not for the political events in the history of the late 14th. 

6. There was no own written tradition of the battle of Vorskla river in the chronicles 
of the Great Duchy of Lithuania, all the stories come from the story of Sofia Ist 
chronicle older recension, which has experienced strong distortions. 


Kiev, 12 — 19 February 2017. 


Main edition (1 half 15 cent.) 
The table contains 65 rows, compared 5 chronicles. 


Main edition (2 half 15 - early 16 cent.) 


The table contains 65 rows, compared 4 chronicles. 


Main edition (2 gtr. 16 cent.) 


The table contains 65 rows, compared 3 chronicles. 
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"Novgorod" edition 
The table contains 28 rows, compared 2 chronicles. 


"Ermolin" edition 
The table contains 49 rows, compared 5 chronicles. 


"Moscow" edition 
The table contains 61 row, compared 3 chronicles. 


"Nikon" edition 
Table includes 108 rows. 


"Tver" edition 
Table contains 53 rows. 


Dependence of editions 
Main edition 
Abridged edition 
"Novgorod" edition 
"Ermolin" edition 
"Moscow" edition 
"Nikon" edition 
"Tver" edition 
"Volyn" edition 
Conclusions 

Now, our observations can be represented by the following stemma: 
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Stemma editions of Tale 1399 


Straight and broken lines on specific stemma reflected dependency of copies, and 
curves lines — dependence copies on editions as a whole (when we can not specify 
a particular source). 


Historiography 
Jacob Lurie (1989) 
Lurie J. S. The tale of the Battle of Vytautas with Temir Kutlui. — Dictionary of 
the scribes and literature of ancient Russia. 2 floor. 14 — 16 centuries. — Leningrad: 
Science, 1989, Part 2, p. 260 — 261. 
Sofia Gracheva (1997) 
Gracheva S. Chronical tale of the Battle of Vorskla river. — Proseminary. Medieval 
studies. Church History, Science and Culture, 1997, vol. 1, p. 8-15. 
Jaroslav Pilipchuk (2015) 
Pilipchuk Ja. V. Battle of the Vorskla River (Aspects of sources). — Golden Horde 
Civilization (Kazan), 2015, vol. 8, p. 285 — 298]. 
In general, we can recognize that chronical tale of the Battle of Vorskla river has 
not found happiness among researchers. The vast majority of the allegations made 
by them was definitely wrong. 
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Polish chronicles about the Battle of the Vorskla 
River in 1399 


Since Polish warriors had took part in the campaign against Vorskla in 1399, one 
would expect that in the Polish annals there are some reports of this battle. 


Miechowski annals (early 15 cent.) Matthew Stryjkowski (1582) 
Jan Dlugosz (1470s) Lithuanian and Zhmoyt Chronicle (1588) 
Maciej Miechowita (1517) Joachim Bielski (1597) 
Bernhard Wapowski (1530s) A. Guagnini — M. Paszkowski (1611) 
Martin Bielski (1551) Gustynsky Chronicle (1620s) 
Martin Kromer (1555) The development of the plot 
Alexander Guagnini (1578) Historiography 
Conclusions 


1. Only shorthand Miechowski annals can serves as historical sources for the 
campaign. Record made in a short time after the campaign. This record had no influence 
on the further historiography. 

2. Story by Dlugosz should be regarded as a historical novel, in which a slight grain 
of real facts entwined by thick layers of author’s speculations and outright fabrications. 
Dlugosz showed his complete incompetence in the region’s geography, in determining 
the parties to the conflict, and even in the list of Poles — participants of the campaign. All 
the bright details of this story, relevant to the fiction book, should not be used in factual 
research. 

3. All of the following (16 cent.) Polish historiography of our subject directly or 
indirectly derives from Dlugosz and inherits all of its fundamental flaws. These products 
do not contain any new documentary material. They only recompile Dlugosz’s story, 
adding to it their own reasoning and imagination. Their factual weight is still less than 
the weight Dlugosz. 

4. Among these works attracted the attention interesting and valuable fiction works — 
the novel B. Wapowski and the poem M. Stryjkowski. They are of great importance for 
the history of literature, but they can not be considered as sources of facts about the 
campaign. 

. 5. Since the mid-16th century, the Polish historiography begin to penetrate the 
individual fragments of the Great-Russian story (Sofia Ist chronicles older recension) — 
through the mediation of the chronicles Grand Duchy of Lithuania. These borrowings 
have not changed stories scheme, which has been determined by Dlugosz, and served 
only to further details. 


Kyiv, February 23 — March 9, 2017 


Miechowski annals (early 15 cent.) 

This annals was discovered as part of a collection of parchment manuscripts 14 — 15 
century, which was kept in the Public Library in St. Petersburg. Under the terms of the 
treaty of Riga in 1921 it was transferred to Poland and burned during the destruction of 
Warsaw by the Nazis in 1944 [Artur Chojnacki Dwie wersje «Rocznika miechowskiego» 
oraz jego nieznana kontynuacja (w swietle analizy «Miechovii» Samuela Nakielskiego). 
— Hereditas Monasteriorum, 2012, t. 1, s.57—71]. 
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Text: Annales Mechovienses. — 1) the publication of W. R. Arndt and R. Roepel in 
the Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Scriptores, Bd. Hannover 19, 1866 S. 672 — 673; 
2) the publication of A. Bielowski in Monumenta Poloniae Historica, Lwow, 1872, t. 2 s. 
889 — 890. 

Russian translation by A. S. Dosayev, 2011: vostlit.info. 

Since Miechow, where the annals had been written, is just 35 km north of Krakow, of 
course, that in the monastery were interested in the fate of the Krakow Voivod 
(palatinus). Therefore, this very short record, made by contemporary of the events and 
the person who was interested in the political events, although looking at this campaign 
solely through the eyes of its Polish participants. This source should be used by 
historians. 


Jan Dlugosz (1470s) 
Article 1399 in the annals Dlugosz actually begins with the story of the campaign 
against Vorskla. 
Text 
Joannis Dlugossii Senioris Canonici Cracoviensis Opera omnia, Krakow, 1876, t. 12 
s. 526 — 529. 
Jana Dtugosza Roczniki czyli kroniki stawnego krolestwa Polskiego. — Warszawa: 
2009, ks. 10 (1730 — 1405), S. 294 — 298. 
Notes 
Sources 
Assessment of the value 
Overall, a great story Dlugosz has considerable importance as a historical novel, a 
work of fiction with didactic slant, but it does not matter a historical source. 


Maciej Miechowita (1517) 
Treatise on the two Sarmatia (1517) 

Tractatus de duabus Sarmatiis, liber secundus, tractatus primus, capitulum secundum. 

Russian translation: A Treatise on the two Sarmatia, Vol. 2, Treatise 1, chapter 2. 

Here we see a reduction of Dlugosz, with only one addition. Miechowita had known 
some source, where was named Temir Kutlu, but mistakenly identified him with 
Tamerlan, to reconcile such an artificial manner inconsistent sources. 

Chronicle of Poland (1519) 

Immediately after the story about the "march to the Don" I cited earlier, follow the 
story of the campaign against Vorskla. 

Text: Chronica Polonorv[m]. — Krakow: 1519, p. 274 — 275. 

Here we have a reduction of Dlugosz, only the list of the dead added Mr. Bogush, 
and developed several reference of Tamerlan (given the explanation of the meaning of 
this name). 

In general, in both books by Miechowita lodged a strong reduction Dlugosz, trying to 
extract from his historical novel data about actual events. 


Bernhard Wapowski (1530s) 


I have noted, that after the story of "a campaign of Vytautas the Don" Wapowski told 
about Tamerlan and the Battle of the Vorskla. Tamerlan himself does not belong to our 
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subject, but we have to look at him to get an idea of the chronicler methods of work and 
the limits of his competence. 

Text: Wapowski B. Dzieje Korony Polskie} i Wielkiego Ksiestwa Litewskiego od 
roku 1380 do 1535 / Malinowski M. Tt. — Wilno: T. Gliicksberg, 1847 t. 1, s. 134-141. 


Wapowski, recycling novel Dlugosz, enrich it with new details and even a new 
section — bragging Vytautas after the defeat. All of this — his own imagination, 
interesting for the historian of literature. they did not have any source weight. 

We also see the author’s familiarity with the ancient Greek writers, which was 
manifested in his ethnic and geographical terms. We see his more prone to hyperbole. 
We see also his skill in building the overall context for the campaign against Vorskla, 
although this context is completely fantastic. 

Particular interest have Wapowskt1’s look to battle, as the collision of Europe and 
Asia, in which the crossing of the Don is a semiotic event that should have not only 
tactical but also some general implications. But it all — for the historian of literature 
topics. 


Martin Bielski (1551) 

In the book of Martin Bielski story of the Battle of the Vorskla comes directly after 
considered me story of "a campaign to Don," in an article in 1397. 

Text: Kronika wszystkiego Swiata. — 1551, 1. 230; Kronika tho iesth, Historya swiata. 
— Krakow: 1564 1. 382 v. 

In characteristic names Bogush and Aksak we see that Martin Belsky abbreviated text 
Miechowita, but did it so casually, that it placed in wrong year (although there is an 
article of 1399), and the text has turned a less understandable. 


Martin Kromer (1555) 


The Kromer’s work had been written in chronical style, so it did not contain annual 
articles. So, telling about the first expedition to Vytautas against Tatars (which we We 
discussed earlier), he noted that Vytautas gave his army a year of rest, and then began a 
new campaign. 

Text: De origine et rebus gestis Polonorum libri XXX. — Basileae: I. Oporium, 1558 
p. 382 — 383; Kronika polska Marcina Kromera biskupa warminskiego. — Sanok: 1857 
from. 750 — 752. 

We see that the basis of the Kromer’ story appears novel Dlugosz, but some details 
borrowed from Posilge (Tatar king early death — perhaps that can be borrowed not 
directly from the manuscript, but from some of the printed German historical works, 
where the chronicle Posilge were used); also we see the distinct traces of SILSI story 
(the names of those killed Andrew and Dmitry — later Kromer mistakenly called 
Korybut; attack on Volyn and Lutsk; the redemption of Kiev). There is nothing 
surprising — we saw that Kromer used "Vytautas" chronicle, which was also contain the 
Great-Russian story of the Battle of the Vorskla. 


Alexander Guagnini (1578) 
Immediately after the story of the settlement of the Tatars in Lithuania (we 
considered by me) Alexander Guagnini had written a story about the campaign against 
Vorskla. 
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Text: Sarmatiae Europeae Descriptio [...] Alexandi Gwagnini. — [Krakow:] 1578. — 
Lithvanie, fol. 18. 

Details of this story borrowed from Wapowski (200,000 Turks killed) and Kromer 
(1.2 million troops Tamerlan). The mention of the killed princes comes from Kromer, 
but while Kromer mention two brothers Jagiello — Andrei and Dmitry-Korybut, in 
Alexander Guagnini between Dmitry and Korybut put a very expressive comma, and 
thus became the three killed. That is, we see the early source damage during the later 
rewriting — a very common phenomenon. 


Matthew Stryjkowski (1582) 

Stryjkowski, telling of "a campaign of Vytautas the Don" (the story we already 
considered), dedicated to the campaign against Vorskla a poem. 

Text: Stryjkowski M. Kronika polska, litewska, zm6dzka i wszystkie] Rusi. — 
Warszawa: 1846, t. 2s. 113 — 117. 

How this poem is interesting from a literary point of view, laying it simple in terms 
of source studies. There were used Dlugosz, Miechowita and the story from LitlL 
chronicle (and erroneous date of 6906 taken from it). 


Lithuanian and Zhmoyt Chronicle (1588) 

In this chronicle (Lit8L) after compilative and quite confused the story of "a 
campaign of Vytautas the Don" (the story we already considered) follows the story of the 
campaign against Vorskla. 

Text: PSRL, 1975, vol. 32, p. 75. 

The dependence of the text from Stryjkowski quite obvious, only Stryjkowski gave 
talented poem, but here — its mediocre prose translation. Many words and expressions 
left without translation, were transliterated, so the Polish text Stryjkowski often clearer 
and easier to understand than the "translation". 


Joachim Bielski (1597) 

In this chronicle, not divided by the annual article, after the story of "a campaign of 
Vytautas the Don" (the story we already considered) follows the story of the campaign 
against Vorskla. 

Text: Kronika polska Marcina Bielskiego. — Sanok: K. Pollak, 1856 t. 1, s. 495 — 
498]. 

The basis of the story is Wapowski, mentioned in the text (in this case rejected the 
majority of his finest inventions), some additions taken from Kromer (about redemption 
from Kiev, and the names of some Poles). 

I. Bielski better know the geography of Ukraine, than his predecessors, so in the 
description of the route he reversed the Sula and Psel. But the names drawn from 
Wapowski sometimes are spoiled, so Warsch Michowski became Varcic Mnichovski 
and Sczukowski — Zhukovski. However, the "fixed" date: if 14 August in 1399 — really 
Thursday, in the 1398 — Wednesday! 


A. Guagnini - M. Paszkowski (1611) 


The Polish translation of work Alexander Guagnini, much revised and expanded by 
M. Paszkowski (published in Krakow in 1611), contain the story of the campaign against 
Vorskla, as usual, is already available after we considered News about the "march to the 
Don." 
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Text: A. Alexander Guagnini Chronicle of European Sarmatia. — Kyiv: 2007, p. 327 — 
a28. 

Text as a whole follows the publication of Alexander Guagnini 1578, with a few 
additions to the list of victims of the Poles. They could borrow from any previous work, 
for example, from Kromer. 


Gustynsky Chronicle (1620s) 

In this chronicle the story of the campaign against Vorskla, as usual, placed after 
message about the "march to the Don", that we considered. 

Text: PSRL 2003, vol. 40, p. 131 — 132. 

Text as a whole followed I. Bielski’s story, but has something from the story Russian 
chronicle. There are two moments of nature taken from it — references to Michael 
Evnutievich and redemption from the Caves Monastery. These details, as I identified in 
previous article, are available in the basic version, in its the Novgorod group (NKL2 — 
N4L — NLD) and the "Moscow" version (MS1493, MS1495, Chronograph), as well as in 
the Nikon Chronicle. While examining message about Blue Water we saw that the 
author GL1 used the NikL, here we must assume that the second (after Bielski) source 
was Nikon Chronicle. 


The development of the plot 
Stemma texts we have considered fairly complicated, which is manifested in the 
intersection of drawing lines and dotted lines need that reflected possible (not very 
specific) communication: 
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Stemma Polish stories about the Battle of the Vorskla 
Over a hundred years from Dlugosz to Stryjkowski the Battle of the Vorskla River 
was the occasion for three outstanding literary works — novels Dlugosz and Wapowski 
and poem Stryjkowski. All of them have a significant artistic value, not less than 
"Kraledvor manuscript" or even Sienkiewicz’s novel "With Fire and Sword". 


20 
Historiography 


Considered texts had no luck in the historiography. Historians are very willing to use 
the Polish works, choosing from them the details for the light the battle, and thus in no 
way interested in the origin of these reports and their degree of reliability. All of them en 
masse are considered quite credible, as reports from the scene. 

This lightness in the assessment of the source values of news have extremely 
negative impact on the whole historiography of the Battle of the Vorskla. 

Pilipchuk Ja. V. Battle of the Vorskla River (Source study aspects). — Golden Horde 
Civilization (Kazan), 2015, No. 8, p. 287 — 288. 

Attempt Ja. Piltpchuk to consider Polish sources should be estimated as failure. 
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Documentary echo Battle of the Vorskla River 
Battle of the Vorskla River (1399) has left some traces on later documents, in 1410’s. 
Although these documents affecting our subject only in passing, they are composed by 
contemporaries of events, may be, according to their participants. Therefore, they have 
the weight of historical sources. 


Summarium Jagiello and Vytautas (1413) 
Complaint Poles on the Order (1415) 


Answer Order to the complaint (1416) 
Conclusions 

Search conducted on the echoes Battle of the Vorskla River in later documents 
suggests: 

1, "Summarium Jagiello and Vytautas", composed in the Teutonic Order in 1413, 
contains a brief mention of the event in 1399 and probably in 1398, and they should be 
used. 

2, the complaint Poles to Teutonic Order, probably composed in 1415 and submitted 
to the Council of Constance in 1416, contains some remonder about campaign on 
Vorskla, but they provide very little concrete data and does not give the impression of 
competence. 

3, the response of the Teutonic Order on Polish complaint, written probably in 1416, 
contains references to the Tatars only in connection with their participation in the Battle 
of Grunwald in 1410. 


Kyiv, March 26 — April 6, 2017 


Summarium J agiello and Vytautas (1413) 

The document, which is called «Summarium von Jagel und Wytaut», came to us in 
the "Prussian chronicle» by Paul Pole, completed in 1532. Part of this chronicle, 
including "Summarium", was published by the German historian Max Toeppen in 1874 
[Scriptores rerum Prussicarum, 1874 Bd. 5, S. 226.] Luckily, in 2009, the Belarusian 
historian Oleg Litskevich gave us a translation of the desired fragment [Litskevich A. " 
Sumaryum Jagajly and Vitavta". — Belarusian Thought, 2009, Ne 11, p. 94-101]. 

Episode 1 Toeppen and Litskevich assumed referred to march 1398. Episode 2 
undoubtedly regards 1399, a campaign on the Vorskla. 


Complaint Poles on the Order (1415) 

In 1416 during the Council of Constance (1414 — 1418) was considered in the 
arbitration case Teutonic Order against the Kingdom of Poland (and the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania). Documents related to this process, printed A. Prochaska [Codex epistolaris 
Vitoldi Magni Ducis Lithuaniae 1376-1430. — Cracoviae: Acad. Literarum, 1882]. His 
publication contains 

1 complaint of Poles in the Order divided into 40 paragraphs (p. 1001 — 1018) 

2, complaint Samogitians on Order (p. 1018 — 1024) 

3, extracts from the response Order to the complaint Poles (p. 1024 — 1033) 

4, the answer Order to the complaint Samogitians (p. 1033 — 1038). 
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All these documents are of great interest for the history of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania, and to some extent the history of Ukraine, because they named schismatics 
and heretics (and maybe even infideles) serve none other than as Rusyns. 

But today we deal only Tatar affairs. 


Since all the 26th paragraph did not contained any names, its source value is very 
low. we have to guess what events author had in mind. That is, from this text, we can not 
learn something new about the events, but rather should involve other sources, to 
somehow make out what was going on. 


Answer Order to the complaint (1416) 

The answer of the Teutonic Order, as opposed to the complaints of Poles — is very 
informative, specific, filled historical details. It referred not only to Vytautas and 
Jagiello, but Skirgaila and Kestutis, and the baptism of Mindaugas. The answer in some 
detail illuminates the struggle of Vytautas for the throne Grand Duke and is a very good 
addition to the Lithuanian story, recorded in "Tale of Vytautas" (maybe even that used 
Vytautas memorial. But I have to leave this question open for further research). 

Now we consider only mentions of the Tatars in this answer. This document 
addressed the theme three times. 


In general, it must be admitted that the Tatars participated in the Battle of Grunwald 
made a strong impression on the Germans (and therefore, it was the right step by Jagiello 
and Vytautas). The Germans accused them of violating the solidarity of Christians 
(Catholics, of course), and attempts to harm the Catholic faith, represented by them, 
Germans. 

This document does not contain mentions of the joint action against the Tatars in the 
campaign on Vorskla. 
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Battle of the Vorskla River in 1399 


After writing a few articles about the sources for the campaign of Vytautas at 
Vorskla I naturally enjoy their fruits, and write the history of this event in the true sense. 

Let me remind you: 

— the most detailed and competent source is story S1LSI (1418); its later editions of 
Great-Russian annals and chronicles of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania totally dependent 
on SILSI and are not primary sources; Nikon Chronicle gives a historical novel based on 
S1LSI but crowded own inventions of the late author; 

— in German chronicles there are three independent stories, the most meaningful of 
which — Johann von Posilge; record successor Dietmar von Lubeck is short and little 
competent, and the annals of Torun even less competent; 

— among Polish chronicles only Miechow annals served a brief post regarding current 
events; in Dlugosz we have a historical novel, which shows the complete incompetence 
of the author; all subsequent Polish works directly or indirectly dependent on Dlugosz. 

Now the work is little: 1, to give account of the events on the basis of reliable 
sources; 2, reproached those historians who later enjoyed fantasies (they have the same 
capabilities to identify reliable sources that I am, and if you do not — who do they 
blame?). 


Goal of the campaign Survivors and the dead 
Composition of coalition | Consequences of the battle 
Route of march Historiography 
Course of battle 

Conclusions 


1. Battle of the Vorskla River is relatively well covered in the written sources, 
created by contemporaries of the events. These sources were written in Moscow, 
Marienburg and Krakow. In the Grand Duchy of Lithuania there was no own memory of 
this battle has been preserved, its details were borrowed from Moscow, and later — also 
from Polish historical works. 

2. For a campaign led by Vytautas were concentrated large forces of the coalition of 
Catholic states (Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the Teutonic Order, Poland). The march was 
attended by Orthodox princes — Vytautas vassals, and a detachment from Moldova, but 
they do not play an independent political role. 

3. The aim of the campaign was the assertion Tokhtamysh on the throne of the 
Golden Horde and its subordination to the authority of Vytautas. 

4. Khan Temir Kutlug took seriously the threat and concentrate more power to resist. 

5. Defeat Lithuanian army was due to tactical advantage of the Tatars, who were able 
to properly dispose of their existing forces. 

6. Vytautas’ defeat marked the termination of the expansion of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania in the south, its border has not moved farther south than Cherkassy for all 
subsequent time (up to 1569). Strategic refusal of military activity has put the Lithuanian 
ownership on the lands of modern Ukraine in the borderland position, open to the 
constant attacks of the Tatars. 

7. As regard to area of mobilization, coalition forces participating complexity, 
duration of the campaign (5 months from May to September 1399), this war must be 
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considered very ambitious for its time. For all these indicators, it is significantly higher 
than the Battle of Kulikovo in 1380, and can be compared only to that of the battle of 
Nikopol 1396. 


Kyiv, March 12 — April 11, 2017 


Goal of the campaign 
On the goal of the campaign reports only S1LSI. Other sources did not have enough 
political views and were not privy to the plans of the ruler. 
The aim of the campaign after SI1LSI was to return Tokhtamysh to the throne of the 
Golden Horde. 


War erupted was an offensive on the part of Lithuania and defensive — on the part of 
the Horde. 


Next to this the real (in my opinion) goal S1LSI proposed second goal: becoming the 
Khan Tokhtamysh should reward Vytautas authority over the entire Grand Duchy of 
Moscow and the whole Russian land. 

I think this project is the result of Moscow’s political journalism of the early 15th 
century. 


Composition of coalition 

On the composition of the participants a campaign of Vytautas reported all our 
sources. The most detailed lists provide S1LSI, the order of partisipants, in my opinion, 
has a certain weight (from major to minor parties). 

1. Khan Tokhtamysh and his court. 

. Lithuanians. 
. Germans. 
Poles. 

. Samogitians. 
Tatars. 
Volokhs. 
Podilians. 

9. 50 princes. 

Now we are faced with the question — where are Russians? We are so used to refer to 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania as "Lithuanian-Russian", which automatically suggests an 
important role of Russians in every Lithuanian case. But here all the sources are silent 
about the Russian detachments, including S1LSI — the source of which is difficult to 
suspect hostility to Russia. 
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About the number of troops something tells Posilge: 100 lances of Prussia and 400 — 
from Poland. 


About Tatar army reports only S1LSI, but it says little. The fact that the army was led 
by Khan himself, can bring significant value that was assigned to a campaign, and a 
large force assembled by the Tatars for it. 


Route of march 


Collection of the Lithuanian army, as we may suppose, was held in Vilnius. 


Schematic map of Vytautas’ march to Vorskla river in 1399 
Drawed by Dmytro Vortman 


The next point of march — Kiev — J. Posilge calls. Here, we can assume it was 
convenient to join and Podilians and Volokhs (if we think that they were Moldovans). 


Sources do not call us any detailing names on the most Vorskla. Throughout the 
course of the Vorskla surrounded by strips of forest on both sides, and to deploy large 
armies one had to move away from these woods at some distance, where the fields 
began. 


The only indication of this kind gives us, oddly enough, an occasional archaeological 
find. In 2012, in the forest between the Dikanka and river Vorskla was found coin quite 
rare in our region — a ( Halbschoter), minted under Grand Master Winrich von Kniprode 
(struck in 1368 — 1380 years) [Orlyk V. Teutonic order and the battle on the Vorskla 
river in August 1399 (numismatic aspect). — Pieniadz a propaganda. Wspolne 
dziedzictwo Europy, Augustow-Warszawa, 2015, s. 102]. One can agree with the 
opinion of V. Orlik, that this finding is related to the participation of Order soldiers in 
the campaign against Vorskla. 


Thus, we can assume that the campaign was aimed at the middle reaches of the 
Vorskla, where later there was a modern Dikanka. 


Course of battle 


On the course of the battle S1LSI provides few details. The most important — is the 
exact date of August 12, 1399, Tuesday (all other options date — later distortions). 
Considerably more details provide J. Posilge here. A small addition takes successor 
Dietmar von Lubeck. 
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Schematic map of the battle on Vorskla river in 1399 
Drawed by Dmytro Vortman 


Art tactic is to use the strengths of own troops and preventing the enemy to use their 
strengths. Tactical advantage in battle was on the side of the Tatars, who were able to use 
their strongest line — speed of light cavalry — and did not let the Lithuanians to line up in 
the dense rank (that was their strong point). 


Having spent a lot of effort on the reckless pursuit, the Lithuanians lost the initiative, 
part of their troops was surrounded by Tatars and suffered heavy losses. Since the 
evening of the day on August 12 victory leaned to the side of the Tatars, and it is 
possible to believe that surviving Lithuanians fled at night to get away from the enemy. 


Survivors and the dead 


The first of the survivors was Khan Tokhtamysh. The main goal of Temir Kutlug — to 
destroy the pretender to the throne of the Horde — was not reached, even though the 
flight Tokhtamysh destroyed his political weight. 


Grand Duke of Lithuania Vytautas fled from the battle, and we continue to see the 
head of the principality until 1430. His younger brother Sigismund fled too — he was 
Grand Duke in 1432 — 1440 years. 


Among the rescued J. Posilge named Marquard von Salzbach, the provincial 
commander of Ragneta. He is known in the sources from 1384 to 1410 years. and during 
the campaign he was a friend and advisor to Vytautas. 


Khan Temir Kutlug survived in the battle too. 


Losses among the nobility of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania were significant. In 
SILSI + NKL2 listed 18 killed Princes from 50 which went camping. 


Among the others killed in battle was an outstanding individual Spytko from 
Melshtyn, the governor and at the same time castellan of Krakow . 


J. Posilge pointed out that the two brothers Survily (Sorwille, Surwille) were killed — 
Hanus (Hans) and Timas (Thomas). 
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In S1LSI given and a general list of the dead — Lithuanian, Germans, Poles. Again, as 
in the list of members of the coalition, there is no mention of the Rusyns. Significant 
losses of Germans confirm J. Posilge — nine members of the Order were the victims. 


Consequences of the battle 


After defeating a field army of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the Tatars were not 
afraid of resistance to their actions. According to S1LSI, they went to march on Kiev and 
Lutsk. 


Now we can bring together all of our chronological considerations in the following 
ea 


| Event Date | Date (in 1399) 1399) Base 
Mobilization of Lithuanian approximately; May 18 
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Exit Lithuanian army from the beginning or Se aeeian desl 
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Arrival Vytautas in Vilnius mid-September approximately 


400 km from Vilnius, the 
end of September |calculation; September 29 (Torun 
annals) 


The arrival of the Germans 
escaped to Marienburg 


Remuneration to the 
Germans — the participants of November 2 Ledger of the Teutonic Order 
the campaign 


So, the first direct consequence of the Battle of the Vorskla river was predatory 
attack Tatars in Kyiv region and Volyn. 


To the immediate consequences of the battle belongs to the fall of the political 
weight Tokhtamysh (we further know practically nothing about him). 


It was the loss of the battle, and who received benefits from it? 


In the first place it is worth Golden Horde and the Khan Temir Kutlug who defended 
their land and their independence from the interference of the Catholic troops. 


Battle of the Vorskla River, in my opinion, had no influence on the Polish-Lithuanian 
relations. 


The battle marked the end of a three-year targeted Vytautas’ policy — policy 
southward expansion, a kind of «Drang nach Stiden». The goal proved elusive, and the 
policy changed from targeted to situational — to protect their own and wait for an 
opportunity to do something more. 


Strategic defense system in the south existed after Vytautas, until the Union of 
Lublin. Although historical maps sometimes paint in the Lithuanian color the earth to the 
Black Sea coast, in fact, Lithuania has never crossed the borders of the rivers Ros and 
Desna, and such castles as the Zvenigorodka (42 km from Ros) and Cherkassy (50 km 
from Ros) were considered advanced fortifications. 


An attempt Great Duchy of Lithuania to overcome the Horde and become a political 
hegemony in the region failed. Horde retained this role for itself, and then, with further 
decline, missed it in favor of Moscow. 
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